IN SEARCH OF THE TRUE Vriesea ‘Kitteliana’
This search results from my article in Bromeletter, (September/October, 1997) on Vriesea ‘Hoelscheriana’. One of my Kiwi mates, Peter Waters, gave me more information on the hybrid Vriesea  ‘Hoelscheriana’. This plant, with its drooping, usually simple pink inflorescence, is apparently very common in the U.S.A. as Vriesea ‘Kitteliana’ and appears in Australia under this name also, as well as its correct name. This called for an investigation!

Those who attended the Adelaide Bromeliad Conference in 1995 will recall the information we had gleaned on the old Vriesea hybrids by contacting the Belgian authorities. Dr G. Samyn was a great help and sent me many slides A selection was shown at the Conference. Since that time, I have used these slides to help me understand these old hybrids because their actual descriptions are spread far and wide.

This file of slides was my first reference point and it would appear that the Belgians have misidentified this German hybrid also. What does the true Vriesea ‘Kitteliana’ look like?

I knew the description was in the 1890 edition of Gartenflora and I prevailed once again on my friend, Josef Bogner of the Munich Botanic Garden. This time I was lucky and photocopies of both the description (in German) and the original drawing arrived by post. I have translated the description into English and both the translation and drawing now follow, for your information.

Vriesea ‘Kitteliana’  (V. barilletii x V. saundersii) Hybridist: Georg Kittel. Gartenflora 39:326-329, Fig, 62,63, 1890,

Description: L. Wittmack (translated from the German by D. Butcher)

Plant: Large, at flowering 70 cm to 1.3 m high.

Leaves. About 25-30, forming a rosette 60-80 cm diameter, erect then bending over. broad sheath at base. strap shaped, 35-60 cm long, 7-10 cm wide at base, 5-6 cm wide near top, abruptly narrowing to a bent tip, top side green. underneath light green, both sides shiny, fine streaked. Base wine red dotted. often scratched.

Scape: Erect, 30-40 cm high.

Scapebracts: Adjacent to scape, enveloping, long egg-shaped, acuminate, sticking out at the tip, green, wine red tinted at the tip or totally.

Inflorescence: 30-50 cm long, with 7-10 erect, sticking out distichous spikes, the top spike totally erect.

Spike: 8-20 cm long, to 6 cm wide, almost thick (1.25 cm) with 14-22 flowers.

Primary bract: Mostly large, to 5 cm long, acuminate, wine red spotted.

Floral bract: in the lower part of the spike boat shaped, green, wine red dotted and imbricate like the Mother, V. barilletii: in the upper part, lance like, the flower rolled and almost standing remote ( 1 cm apart) like the Father, V. saundersiii.

Sepals: As long as the floral bract, green-yellow.

Petals: Longer than sepals by 1 cm, yellow, the base with two entire, almost linear scales.

Stamens. Longer then petals: Ovary tapering with top shaped base sunk in the body of the flower: style a little longer than the stamens: Anther yellow, stigma greenish-yellow, lobes incised; Ovules in the upper part with appendix at top.

Does your V. ‘Kitteliana’ look like the drawing? Are the floral bracts green with red dots'? Please put me 'out of my misery. because I am now in search of the true one for my collection.

Notes from original description

Diese Pflanze entstand zu gleicher Zeit mit der von uns in Gartenflora 1889, Seite 343 abgebildeten Vriesea X Magnisiana, indem Herr Obergartner Georg Kittel das erste in St. Gilles bei Luttich bluhende Exemplar der Vriesea Barilletii E. Morr mit Vriesea Saundersii (K. Koch) Wittmack, die von Andre in Ill. hort. n. ser. t. 132 Encholirion Saundersi genannt wurde, bestaubte.

Es ist these Kreuzung um so interessanter, als die beiden Eltern zu ganz verschiedenen Abteilungen gehoren, V. Barilletii zur Abteilung Psittacinae mit einfacher Ahre, V. Saundersii zur Abteilung Reginae mit rispigem Bluten stande (nach Baker zur Abteilung Conostachys, die er ganz von Vriesea trennt, obwohl die einzelnen Ahren bei unserer Art auch zweizeilig sind). Das Kreuzungsprodukt, das am 25. October 1888 im Verein zur Beforde​rung des Gartenbaues zu Berlin in zwei Exemplaren gleichzeitig mit der V. x Magnisiana vorgezeigt wurde, hat wesentlich den Charakter des Vaters, namentlich den rispigen Blutenstand, angenommen, nur hat die Mutter in​sofern Einfluss gehabt,. als die Tragblatter der einzelnen Ahren viel grosser, viel breiter eiformig und viel abstehender sind als bei V. Saundersii. Diese Erscheinung wiederholt sich an einzelnen Bluten-Deckblattern (nicht an allen) und sind diese dann nicht so eng die Bluten umfassend, wie das bei V. Saundersii der Fall. Am 26. Januar d. J. erhielt ich ein drittes Exemplar, das noch viel schoner ausgebildet war. Dieses ist photographiert worden und danach unsere Abbildung gefertigt.

Die Pflanze hat fur Handelsgartner weniger Wert, da die Deckblatter grunlich sind, ist aber wegen ihrer stattlichen Tracht fur Liebhaber von Interesse. Sie scheint sich leichter zu vermehren als V. Magnisiana, da an ihr bereits mehrere Seitensprossen (Kindel) auftreten, was wir bei V. Magnisiana bis jetzt nicht bemerkt haben. - Ubrigens variiert sie sehr.

Translation by Butcher

This plant originated at the same time as Vriesea X Magnisiana described in Gartenflora 1889, page 343 , where Chief Gardener Herr Georg  Kittel flowered for the first time in St. Gilles near Luttich a specimen of Vriesea Barilletii È. Morr crossed with Vriesea Saundersii (K. Koch) Wittmack, that had been originally named Encholirion Saundersi by Andre in Ill. hort.n. ser. t. 132. 

It is all the more interesting crossing in that the two parents come from quite different sections, V. Barilletii from section Psittacinae with simple spike, and V. Saundersii from section Reginae with branched inflorescence ( Baker treats it in section Conostachys, which he separates completely from Vriesea, although the individual spikes are also double-spaced as with our species). The product of this crossing, in the form of two examples of V. x Magnisiana were shown on 25. October 1888 to the Garden club of Berlin, each had essentially assumed the character of the father, namely the branched inflorescence, and only the mother had provided the influence where the primary bracts of the individual spikes were much bigger, much wider ovate and more speading as with V. Saundersii. This appearance recurs in individual floral bracts(not all) and are not as narrow when flowering, as is the case with V. Saundersii. On 26. January this year I got a third specimen, that was even more beautiful. This has been photographed and our illustration is based on that. 

The plant has less value to the home gardener, because the floral bracts are greenish, but the lover of interest it has a  magnificent stature. It seems to multiply more easily than V. Magnisiana, since several side shoots (Baby offsets) already appear,  which we so far have not noticed.with V. Magnisiana – furthermore it varies very much. 

